Lisbon, 4th J MUuu*y 1944 

Dcru&nd'a nomination 

According to lnl'oi-mntion from fVonoh a?urees th«* nomination of 
Darnand to the posts of ^eorotery oenrx*al of the ; -Inin try of the 
Interior end Chief of the x^olioo r/oa r« surprise to the lrttoh 
poiltioal circle a which expected iiarhsol *etrin to take a different 
course end appoint e different man. Amongst the name a quoted were 
those of D»Ae- t and i>eet, and others. It is further expected that 
2ornand*e nomination will result In serious consequences. He oould 
play a part id the elimination of level, whioh matter seems to 
be i'etainls greatest concern at the present moment, Humours 
oiroulate that Marshal Pet&in's Initiatives this direction may 
go even further ea it is generally eirHuifland can* lead to Darn* 
ana t s taking over the Premiership in place of Laval, 
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Darnand la undoubtedly u nan of the gftx&dtsx type. In the Amy 
he was commanding a shook unit and was even doo orated during the 
ooapnlgn* He is the orgenicer of the -ervioe d'Ordro Legionnaire 
"SOl/f he also owns a commercial esteblir.hsient at Mice and for 
acme time he tos the secret R ohlef ,T of th<f entire black market 
organisation in the louth of France, In 1941 he become a hero 
of a much spoken of affair when he slapped the face of Colonel ^ 
Vautrin of the Second Jurecu, This Incident had some connections^® 
with the Second 3uroau'o activities in favour of the Allies and 
against the collaborationists. In connection with It the Arolon yS^ 
Combat t ants *, Organisation was ordered to suspend its co t ivltlea , Casa* 





The conditions no* prevailing In ; ratio* r^iesnule tho*c of a 
civil war, Darnand *a predecessor Bouaquct has been accused 
leaving collaborated with tha underground movement. Just before ' sa 
°hrl4maa mass arrests took place all over the oountry. About 
£3,000 people have been kept In detention in many uninhabited 
oountry mansions. Douphinoio is considered to be tho most lapor«rE^ 
tent centre of the underground movement. At Grenoble Mawt WJ the * U 
[’ curfew begins at 3 p.m. , when the street traffic la shopped sod ^^ ^3 
1 all house entrances ore closed. The other oeatres of the under* 
ground movement are M eu te ' avoie, Paris end the central depart* 
sente /Oorrer, CwrenneajK. It is feared amongst the members of 
the French resistance movement that not ^ Vance but Norway and the ^g^ 3 
^oilcan* will be first invaded by the Allied troops. «■»»*« 

ffieasEK 

eiCLAfSIFIED AND RELEASED BY 

CfKTIAL INTELLIGENCE AMNCY U| 

I0URCE8 METHODS EXEMPT IONSbSg 

KmMIAR CR IMES D I SCLOSOAI w ^ m 

IMI iaat 2D96 


GJA?.'iT^38 . 


3 


